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What do you think?



Why is family communication important?



Turn and talk to a neighbor:

Why is this important for the student?

For the parent?

For the teacher?

Why is family communication important?



Research says…
 Family involvement that is linked to student learning has a greater 

effect on achievement than more general forms of involvement

 Family involvement that supports student learning at home is linked 
to improved student achievement

 Families of all cultural backgrounds and education and income levels can 
have a positive influence on their children’s learning

 Family involvement efforts that recognize cultural and class 
differences, address family needs, and build on families’ strengths are 
effective in engaging diverse families

Henderson and Mapp (2002)

Why is family communication important?



 Megan Olivia Hall
2013 Minnesota Teacher of the Year
“Building Relationships Between Parents and Teachers”

Why is family communication important?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kin2OdchKMQ


 At your seat, use the Post-it notes to write down some of the 
family-school communication ideas that you’ve seen or 
participated in this past year

 When you have several ideas written down, place them on 
the appropriate wall:

 “Hmmmmm…???” – ideas that are interesting, but you 
have questions/concerns

 “Best of the best!” – ideas that you absolutely love and 
would like to use somehow

What have you seen?



Thoughts from parents



Thoughts from parents



Thoughts from parents



phOLKS Lore: Learning from Photographs, Families, and 
Children

One example…



 In closing, try to work toward:

Creating opportunities for students and 
families to learn together at home

Establishing respectful two-way 
communication

Learning together as families and educators.
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Thank you for coming! 



Great ideas



Great ideas



I need to think more on these….



I need to think more on these…


